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Dometic ac troubleshooting
The compressor in an AC unit is a type of pump, and it functions in a manner that’s similar to a human being’s heart, according to Tech Choice Parts. However, instead of moving blood through a human body, the AC compressor moves refrigerant through the air conditioner’s system.Creates Heat and PressureIt helps to understand how a compressor
works when you’re considering AC compressor repair for a cooling system that isn’t functioning properly. While the purpose of the system is to generate chilled air, the compressor creates heat within the system. That heat puts the refrigerant under very intense pressure. The pressure generated by the heated refrigerant is what begins to push the
coolant through the system.Parts of an AC Compressor SystemThe compressor system of an AC unit is made up of two main parts, the compressor itself and the unit’s clutch assembly. If you’re looking at AC compressor replacement, you need to know which part is bad or if both parts need to be replaced. An AC compressor has an inlet port for
suction and an outlet port for discharge. The hole with the larger diameter will always be the inlet, or suction port. The inlet port sucks refrigerant into the compressor, which then compresses as it passes through the compressor unit’s inner passages, bearings and valves before discharging it to the AC condenser unit.Reciprocating
CompressorsThere are two types of compressors for AC units, according to Budget Home Services. The types are scroll-type and reciprocating. Reciprocating AC compressors have an internal cylinder and piston system that functions the same way as a car’s motor to build external power. That external power then compresses the AC refrigerant that’s
flowing through the compressor. Reciprocating compressors come in three styles: open-type, hermetically sealed and semi-hermetically sealed.Scroll-Type CompressorsScroll-type compressors have two alternating scrolls with gaps between the scrolls that compress the refrigerant. Scroll-type compressors are usually more expensive than
reciprocating compressors but they also compensate by operating with a higher degree of efficiency than reciprocating compressors. Most manufacturers offer both styles for their AC units.Cost of Replacing an AC CompressorThe cost of an AC compressor is around $645 if the unit is under warranty and about $1,200 for parts, labor and supplies if
your warranty is expired, according to Budget Home Services. Air conditioners can’t operate properly if the compressor is failing, and a failing compressor can even damage the remaining components of an AC unit. MORE FROM QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET CC0/National Institute of Standards and Technology/Wikimedia Commons Most people use
the term AC condenser to refer to the part of the air conditioning system that sits outside the home, even though this part of the system has more components that just the condenser. The entire exterior unit is very important in keeping your home cool and comfortable, so it’s important to know what you can do in terms of maintenance,
troubleshooting and repairs.Depending on the climate in your area, a typical AC has a service life span of around 10 to 20 years. With regular maintenance, you may be able to extend that timeframe. Learning how to do minor repairs can save you some trouble and cost by avoiding service calls with technicians. However, if you don’t have any
experience at all with AC repair, it’s best to leave the major repairs to the pros.Cleaning Your AC Condenser It’s easy to overlook AC condenser maintenance because the unit is out of sight. However, a dirty condenser is much less efficient in cooling your home, uses more power and needlessly puts additional strain on the motor. Keep the areas
surrounding the condenser clear of overgrowth by trimming grass and brush regularly. Clean the unit itself by removing dirt, debris and plant matter to allow air to move through the system freely. Basic Troubleshooting For a number of AC condenser issues, you can do some basic troubleshooting before calling a technician. First, check to make sure
power to the unit is working by inspecting the switches and the circuit breaker on the electrical panel. Next, check the thermostat to make sure it has power and doesn’t need new batteries.Another reason your AC may not work properly is you may need to replace the air filter. AC filters should be changed every 30 to 90 days. A dirty filter can cause
several issues, including an AC that won’t turn on or one that can’t cool a room properly. Set a regular schedule for replacing the air filter.AC Blowing Hot Air This is one of the more common and more alarming AC problems, but the fix is often easier than expected. Cleaning the unit, including the fan blades, is often enough to resolve the issue. Go
through the basic troubleshooting steps and replace your air filters with new ones. AC Ices Up If your condenser ices up, turn off the AC and the AC power switch that supplies electricity to the unit on the electrical panel. Allow the unit to thaw out thoroughly, and then check for any pooled condensates around the AC. Wipe them dry if there are
any.After the AC condenser thaws completely, proceed with the basic troubleshooting steps, from cleaning to changing the air filter. Turn the AC back on to see if the problem is resolved. If this doesn’t solve the problem, then your AC may be running low on refrigerant and needs an AC Freon recharge. Call a technician to restore your AC’s
refrigerant to normal levels.When to Buy a New AC Unit There are some serious issues that may require investing in a whole new AC system, particularly if your AC has already put in some long decades of service. When a tech tells you that your AC has leaks or blockages, ask for advice about investing in a new unit. Although you may only need to
replace the condenser or the condenser tubes temporarily, other more expensive parts may be on the verge of breaking down. MORE FROM QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET When you live in a box on wheels, you come to the realization that air conditioning is very important. Staying cool on those hot days means more to you than a great dinner at a
fancy restaurant. RV maintenance is vital if you want to remain cool all summer long.Always check the simple things first. When you notice that your Dometic air conditioner is not blowing cold air, check the power panel. Your problem may be as simple as a tripped or blown fuse. This issue does not take a lot of time to fix.To learn more about how to
fix your Dometic RV air conditioner, just keep reading our article. It is filled with the information you need to know to make sure you stay cool when the weather does not.Why is My RV AC Not Blowing Cold Air? There are many issues that can keep your Dometic AC unit from blowing cold air. One has already been mentioned. When the fuse blows or
trips, the AC unit does not have the power it needs to keep running.Another source may be that you or your spouse, etc., have set the thermostat too low. This causes the compressor to overwork and eventually shut down. When this happens, the fan may continue to blow but without the cool air you want.To fix the first problem, all you need to do is
reset or replace the fuse. Then your air conditioner should work just fine. The solution for the second problem is just as easy and as cheap.To start, you just have to raise the thermostat setting a little higher, maybe 10 degrees higher. Trying to go from, for sake of argument, 90 degree interior temperature to a 70-degree interior temperature is too
great a gap for the unit to function properly.Pressure will build up in the compressor causing it to shut down the cooling unit. But before you reset the thermostat, let the compressor cool down for about 5 to 10 minutes before starting the air conditioner again.Two other sources could be that the compressor is broken and has stopped producing cold
air. Or you have an icing problem which when it takes place, will stop the AC unit from producing any cool air.To fix the first problem, you need to find out where it is broken and then take the necessary steps to get that part fixed. For the icing issue, it may be a failed ice detector monitor which would need to be replaced as well.RV AC Blows Cold
Then Warm What causes this to happen is not that difficult to diagnosis. Usually it can be a broken capacitor that stops your AC unit from blowing cold air and lets it blow warm air instead.Now while some AC repairmen may dismiss this cause if the air conditioner is under 9 or 10 years of age, that doesn’t mean it cannot happen. Usually, a young air
conditioner will not have a broken capacitor so soon but when you start feeling warm air coming out of your AC unit, then check the simple solutions first.That means you need to check your capacitor to make sure it was not defective or that it just simply broke. Another problem that causes this situation is that the compressor in your AC unit has
malfunctioned or broke in some way.The capacitor is easy to fix and you can do it yourself. Just replace it. But if the compressor goes down, you may need a professional AC repairman to handle the repair or replacement.There is also the possibility that the two fuses on the disconnect may have gone bad. The fan is powered separately on some units
so these blown fuses would not affect the fan’s operation.Just put a meter on the air conditioner to check for the compressor issue and check the fuses to make sure they are working as they should.RV Air Conditioner Stopped Blowing Cold Air When your air conditioner unit has stopped working properly, you need to track down all the possible
sources for the trouble. There may be more than one. Then, when you find all the possible sources fix them all at the same time.If you don’t, then the air conditioner will not work right and simply waste a lot of electricity. You may also damage the unit if you do not put it back into peak condition. Saving a few repair dollars may end up costing you
more later on.To prevent this situation from taking place, you should get into the habit of covering your RV air conditioner with a cover when it is not in use. Debris, leaves, dirt, grime and other contaminants can get into your AC unit and cause it to break down.Even insects, rats, and mice can get inside and ruin your perfectly good Dometic air
conditioner. Covering the unit is a way to protect it and the capacitor from potential damage.Then make sure to do routine and preventive maintenance on your unit and fan. This helps the air conditioner run right and avoid possible problems like the compressor shutting down. “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure” they say so don’t
ignore this sage advice when it comes to your RV.Troubleshooting Your Dometic Air ConditionerThe two main complaints about RV air conditioners are leaks and no cool air. With the former, you can easily spot the problem and tend to it. But with the air conditioner refusing to send out cool air, you may have a more difficult time finding the
source.Here are some steps to take to help you find the source of the problem: Find out if the compressor is working or not - you do this by turning it on and listening for noises and feeling for vibrations. If it isn’t running, then check your thermostat setting or the fuses. Grab a voltmeter - low or no voltage may be the problem. The compressor may be
working but it is not getting enough power to cool the air for you. Once you have connected the voltmeter, the display should read 13.4 volts if the power is normal. If the reading is less than that, then you know the source of the problem.Airflow may be the problem - to check and solve this issue look at the air filter. If it is really dirty, then there is not
enough airflow for the compressor to cool properly. You will need to clean the filter and any other dirt near the refrigerant section to keep the air flowing smoothly.Check the coils - if these are blocked then they cannot work like they are supposed to. You need to use an air compressor and blow any dirt, or another blockage out of the AC unit. Keep
the coils free from blockage and clean and you should be okay.Tears and holes stop cool air - this usually happens in your duct system so you will need to repair any rips or tears you find. Good duct tape will solve this problem until you can replace the old ducting with new.Look at the registers - if they are dirty or blocked, you won't get the airflow you
want and your RV stays a little warmer than necessary. Make sure all the registers are nice and clean as well as free from debris that blocks the airflow. A Simple Issue That Can Cause Warm Air to Come Out of Your AC While many people expect to find complicated and difficult problems to solve when their Dometic air conditioner starts to blow
warm air, this may not be the case. There is a simple problem that any RV owners do not think about which can cause this problem.As RVs become more sophisticated and luxurious, they often get air conditioning units that crave power. That is because it takes a lot of power to keep a Class A or even a Class C RV cool for many hours at a time.The
problem with these better upgrades mean that the air conditioners may need more power than can be supplied by different campgrounds or RV parks. Yes, this is a possibility.A low power supply from the campground will keep your RV air conditioner from blowing cool air, especially when you try to run all the units at the same time. To solve this
problem, you may have to shut down one or more AC units or other needed appliances.Or you may have to move to a new campsite that produces enough power for your units to work properly. At the worst, your RV fuses will trip and you will have to reset them.More powerful Dometic AC units mean that you need more power to have them work.
Campgrounds do not upgrade as fast as RVs do so you need to consider this possibility before you turn into an attractive campsite for the night.What to Look For in an AC UnitYou may need to replace your old Dometic air conditioner with a new one. Knowing what to look for is very important. You do not want to get a unit that is too small for your RV
or doesn‘t have the power you need to keep it cool for hours on end.Here is a list of things to look for when shopping to replace your old RV air conditioner: BTUs are king - BTU simply means British Thermal unit, and it is the standard most air conditioners are built to. The average air conditioner comes with about 13,500 BTUs and can be written
13.5k BTUs. When you go to hot geographical locations, you will need an air conditioner unit that has more BTUs than the standard if you want t stay cool during your visit. Small profiles may not be good - this is a difficult decision to make as you need a larger profile AC unit in order to keep your RV cool. But the problem is that a larger profile unit
may cause drag and wind resistance eating up your fuel supply as you drive. While small profile units are good at cutting drag, etc., they are not good at keeping your RV cool. It is a Catch-22 situation.Combinations save money - if you can get an air conditioner with a heat pump, that should save you a few bucks and lets you use your unit all year
round.Brand names - these are good to purchase because they are easier to find parts for and easier to fix. Lesser known brands may not be and you may end up replacing those with a top brand name.Installation and maintenance - are these easy to do once you bring the unit to your RV? It is not hard to install a new unit yourself, just follow the
instructions. Difficult to install and maintain units should be avoided as they will run your repair costs up. Some Final WordsWhen you Dometic air conditioner stops blowing cool air, the causes are not that hard to determine. It may take a little time and patience but that is okay. The causes are usually simple and they are usually simple to fix as
well.A blown fuse just needs to be reset or replaced. A malfunctioning capacitor needs to be replaced as well. The most difficult part to work on would be the compressor which you may not be able to do yourself.Once you determine the problem, you should be able to have cool air running out of the unit soon. The key to avoiding these situations is to
make sure you keep the filters clean, remove blockages, debris, rodents and more.Also, check the power supply from the campground. It may not be as strong as you would like.
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